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EXPLORING THE FUTURE DEVELOPMENT OF
TOURISM IN TAIWAN FROM THE VIEWPOINT

OF TRENDS IN MODERN TOURISM
Meng-Wei Kao' » Jen-Huei Tsai’

'National Taipei University of Technology, Graduate Institute of
Architecture and Urban Design, Graduate student
National Taipei University of Technology, Department of Architecture,
Associate professor
Abstract

“Doubling Tourist Arrivals Plan” is one of the ten critical strategies in “challenge
2008 —National Development Plan” which was proposed by the Executive Yuan of
Taiwan. It was expected to achieve the goal of doubling the number of tourist arrivals to
2 million within 6 years, and raise the total number of visitor arrivals to over 5 million
through dispelling old constructions, improving the quality of the integrated
environment, enhancing the spirit of the culture, environmental and ecological
management, and a presentation of the advantages of tourism in Taiwan via the
promotion of visitors’ satisfaction. The improvement tactics mentioned in the plan
include: organizing and preparing existing package tour routes, developing new package
tour routes and new scenic spots, establishing a tourism and travel service network,
promoting and publicizing international tourism, and developing new tourist products.

From the viewpoint of the trend of modern tourism, the traditional way of mass
tourism is no longer suitable. Although mass tourism had obvious economic advantages
the relation between tourists and landlords, for example, was done a very shallow basis.
Such a visiting model has not only brought a lot of environmental problems, but also
not provided any advantages to local development. Thus, “substitute tours” including
ecological tours, green tours, tours of aboriginal communities, and flexible tours etc are
being promoted. “Substitute tours”  are not only viewed as an opportunity for tourists
to experience Taiwan’s nature and culture but also reduce the negative effects on local
residents. They not only revitalize the local economy but also reach the goal of

sustainable development.
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Without proper tour types, doubling tourist arrivals will cause Taiwan some
difficulties: an overload of tourists, insipid visiting development, and isolation of the
social environment. These are all in essence the problems of the traditional mass
tourism of the past. Therefore, considering the development of Taiwanese tourism in the
future, the transition of the tour types should be the most basic and urgent subject
besides the tactic mentioned in doubling tourist arrivals plan. So, this study took into
account the main package tour routes listed in “Doubling Tourist Arrivals Plan” and
discussed the future direction of the development of the tourism industry in Taiwan
based on the variety of the characteristics of substitute tours.

Keyword : Doubling Tourist Arrivals Plan, substitute tours, mass tourism,

sustainable tourism
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