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Abstract

This study emphasized on discussing ecotourism and its impacts, analyzing different kinds of
impacts, and providing possible solutions according to the views of “carrying capacity” and
“tourism management” The research goals are to:1. understand present situations and developments
of ecotourism in Taiwan, 2. discuss possible impacts of ecotourism activities, 3. and provide the
improving methods.

Literature review was used to collect national and international journals, theses, books and
on-line data. This study also conferred the ecotourism impact in Taiwan, and took the right remedial
steps to correct the shortcomings.

The development of ecotourism was resulted from the change of tourist behaviors. Ecotourism
aims to stimulate the tourists' appreciation of nature under the minimum impacts, and flourish the
economy , increase the education and job opportunities, and raise the funding for conservation in an
area.. How to reduce the impact of ecotourism to the natural environment? The sustainable
objective of ecotourism relies on the management and education to the tourists and residents, the
environmental assessments and monitorings, and the citizen participations. On one hand,
ecotourism has to protect and conserve nature. On the other hand it has to undertake tourism
capability. The double aims of ecotourism results in conflicts. This study provides three suggestions
in the following in order to balance the conflicts between tourism impact and sustainable
development:
1.The aspect of tourist management : The tourists have to be managed and educated; otherwise ,
ecotourism will become as low as regular tourism. It is aso important to control the number of
tourists in an ecotourism area, in order to prevent ecology damage from the high amount of tourists.
2.The aspect of tourist area: The recreational carrying capacity has to be assessed. Although
recreational carrying capacity is hard to be decided, Recreation Opportunity Spectrum(ROS) and
Limits of Acceptable Change(LAC) can be used to reduce the impacts to the environment. In a
developed tourist area, environmental monitoring and pollution prevention have to be made in order
to avoid negative impacts to the environment.

3. The aspect of government : The details have to be made according existing laws and policies and
each organization’s administration procedures. The fundamental presupposition is public welfare
and resource sustainable development, rather than market benefits. Bonus-penalty can be used to
make the tourists and the ecotourism managers to experience the real ecotourism.
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